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Many Fall Events 
 

Greetings Fellow Lions of 25F!  Autumn is in the air. Cool and crisp. Let’s enjoy the beauty that abounds 
in our area. Many thanks to the Middletown Lions Club for hosting the Fall District Cabinet meeting. 
They created an enjoyable meeting place with a wonderful lunch and door prizes near the end of the 
meeting. I was very pleased that we were able to complete business and adjourned at 1:30 pm.  
 

I have been visiting Lions Clubs and enjoying each visit and everyone attending. Visiting with fellow Lions 
and presenting awards and fellowships are by far the most enjoyable part of being a DG.   It is so good to 
hear how our District is serving their communities. Vision screening is a big service this time of year. Soon 
programs such as coats for kids, distributing dictionaries to 3rd graders, and so many more, where Lions 
reach out to their communities to serve needs of many. Just a reminder, I need to hear from Clubs who 
have not scheduled their Official Visit yet. By the middle of November if I have not heard from a Club, I 
will be calling to a schedule a visit. My plan is to have my visits completed by mid-April. So help me out 
and give me a call. My contact information is at the bottom of the article. 
 

Special Olympics Winter Games is fast approaching. The Indiana Lions are committed to sponsor the 
Games at Perfect North. $10,000 is our commitment, $1,500 per District. If each Club would donate 
$30.00, we would raise enough to pay our District’s portion with a nice start to next year’s commitment. If 
a Club wants to donate more, thank you for doing so. Consider donating whatever a Club can afford no 
matter the amount, each dollar is always appreciated. I attended last year’s opening night and the exposure 
at the ceremony with TV and radio stations attending, we Lions could never afford that on our own. 
Please send your donations to Cabinet Treasurer Patricia Bigham with the memo showing Winter Games.  
 

Thank you for sending your activities information to PDG Jack Salsbery for the newsletter for the main 
body of the newsletter. Communications is our best way to keep in touch with each other. A reminder 
that ALL ARTICLES AND PICTURES are sent to PDG Jack Salsbery ONLY and they have to be to 
him by 11:59 pm on the 20th of each month. After that time it will be placed in next newsletter. 
 

Send a list of your Club’s events by the 20th of each month and it should include events for the next six 
weeks. This should include Club name, the date, the event, where it will be held, if food is sold, and if it is 

NOTE: Please send Newsletter content and requests to Jack Salsbery at dosalsbery@att.net. 

< Continued on Page 2…>  
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one price, list that, if there are various food prices just say “prices 
vary”. One of my subtle mottos is “Get the Word Out”.    
 

If a Club wants to submit a full page ad about upcoming events 
please do so but it will have to be created and designed by the 
Club. Full page ads will be placed in a supplement to the news-
letter. The main newsletter will have articles and pictures, then 
the supplemental portion that is ads. We are trying to keep 
things simple to make it easier for Lions to find what they are 
searching for in the newsletter. Look for two different sections.   
 

Check out the Governor’s Facebook page for info on upcoming 
happenings in the District. Contact IPDG Melissa Baker to get 
activities on the Governor’s Facebook page and the District 
calendar. That’s two more venues for Clubs to “Get the Word 
Out” so Lions in our District can get connected with each other.  
 

Here are upcoming dates that I hope you will place on your cal-
endar and attend to meet Lions from around the District. 
 

• Winter Cabinet Meeting: Feburary 9, sponsored by the Edin-
burgh Lions Club. Venue to be determined. 

• District 25F Convention: March 30, Club sponsors are Os-
good, Batesville, Milan, and Versailles Lions Clubs and will 
be held at the Church Hall in Napoleon. PDG John Brown 
held his Winter Cabinet meeting at this location. Many 
thanks to those Clubs for stepping up to take on this event 
for 25F. More information forth coming.   

• Indiana Lions State Convention: April 26—28 in Fort 
Wayne. Our International President Gudrun Yngvadottir will 
be speaking at the Saturday evening banquet. This is one 
convention to attend. She is a dynamic speaker and well 
worth the time and effort to be in attendance. 

 

If you have reporting issues please contact Lion Denise Salsbery.  
Her information is 317-435-9601 or email: dosalsbery@att.net 
and she will be able to assist in any way she can.  
 

Veterans Day is coming soon.  Remember to pay homage to all 
of our veterans. Please do me a favor this month and say 
“Thank you for your service to our country” to any veteran that 
you meet, not only this month but into the future. We enjoy a 
level of freedom like no other country or citizen in the world. 
Because of veterans, we can freely worship as we see fit, we have 
the right to bear arms, we have freedom of speech, freedom to 
assemble and there are so many freedoms that veterans fought 
and died for that I could not even begin to mention them all.   
 

I want to give a challenge to my fellow Lions. The question is: 
Before it was known as Veterans Day, what was the day called 
and what was so significant about it. Helpful hint, the correct 
answer will have 5 parts to the answer and only those 5 parts will 
be considered correct. There will be only one winner randomly 
selected from the correct answers. All answers must be received 
via “snail mail” or email by November 15 so the winner can be 
announced in the next newsletter. Door prize hasn’t been deter-
mined yet but I promise it won’t be an empty envelope.  
 

This leads to the next important day of this month and that is 

< ...continued from Page 1. > 

Research Done 
1st VDG Don Mullen 
 

By now it’s probably obvious the last 3 articles should have 
read as a series on recruitment, in particular, recruiting 
younger members.  Well, you can probably guess this will 
be the 4th article of the series.  Particularly we are at the 
point where understanding what is behind the millennial’s 
volunteerism is key to recruiting success. 
 

If any given club has done even a minimal amount of re-
search, they may have learned that engaging young quality 
volunteers takes time, patience and creativity.  Clubs may 
have also learned the millennial (20 to 35 year old’s) are 
environmentally and socially conscious who want flexibility 
in their volunteer opportunities with immediate feedback.  
Understanding these facts, it becomes imperative we evalu-
ate what we do and how we do it in order to address how 
the club is organized, its plans and its projects so they are 
attractive to this group of volunteers. 
 

Research shows millennials do volunteer.  It also shows that 
35% volunteer to community service; 28% to animal wel-
fare; 24% to sports and youth; and 23% to education.  They 
also have a concern about healthcare and the environment.  
When we consider these studies, should we not learn that 
young people are more incline to volunteer to a cause than 
any specific organization?  Should we not conclude from 
this that as an organization these interests are also ad-
dressed in some fashion by many of our projects?  There-
fore, our challenge is finding a way to promote these pro-
grams in a way the younger person finds appealing and 
worthy of their volunteer efforts.  Millennials should be 
able to see projects are impactful activities that effect peo-
ple and communities in a positive manner that just happens 
to provide the immediate feedback the millennial volunteer 
desires. If we can accomplish this, could we possibly not 
see positive results in beginning to move our younger mem-
bership forward? 
 

Don Mullen, 1st Vice District Governor 

Thanksgiving. As I mentioned above, we have so many free-
doms that many times we don’t appreciate or give thanks 
enough for the many advantages that we have in this country. 
This Thanksgiving, remember those who are not able to be with 
their family during this holiday because they are serving their 
country and long to be with them. Be thankful for the oppor-
tunity to spend time with your loved ones and so much that we 
have to be thankful for because many times our loved ones are 
with us for a short time. For Thanksgiving, count your many 
blessings, tangible and intangible, for we are Lions and as we go 
through life, we are thankful we can be of service to others who 
have greater needs than our own.   
 

My motto this year is:  “Sowing  Seeds of Service.”  Let’s go sow 
seeds so that we can reap a harvest.  Bite’em!!!!!!! 
 

DG Ron Bigham      Cell number 317-695-0683 
Email: ronbigham25f@gmail.com 
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Camp Woodsmoke “The Best” 
WOW!! What a beautiful day it was at Pork Chop Day at 
Camp Woodsmoke. 
 

This year, we dedicated Pork Chop Day to the remem-
brance of two dedicated Lions, Lion Gil Snider and Lion 
Dave Carter, who have passed on recently but left a legacy 
behind for us to admire and strive for in our own lives.  
 Though I did not know Lion Gil Snider, I understand he 
was very involved in the early days of Camp Woodsmoke 
taking care of the legalities to get the camp going and was 
legal counsel for many years.  
 

In the few short years that I knew Lion Dave Carter, he 
served Camp Woodsmoke as Trustee Chair for several 
years and he cherished the camp, taking 4-H youngsters, his 
family, and others to Camp Woodsmoke so they could en-
joy it as much as he did. 
 

Lion Dave’s brother, Bill, shared with us his memories 
about Lion Dave. Everyone there learned more about Lion 
Dave and it was an honor for Lion Brenda Carter to come 

and share the day with other Lions. 
 

Unfortunately, Lion Gayle Gagne, Lion Gil Snider’s 
daughter and third generation Lion was ill and could not 
be there to share her memories of her father. 
 

Another family who wanted to share their appreciation for 
Camp Woodsmoke sent a message to Paul Bowling that I 
wish to share. 
 

“Good morning Paul, Tyler and I will not be able to make 
it today. I do greatly apologize for that. I wish that you 
would pass a little bit of information on to the attendees 
today for Tyler and me. 
 

Camp Woodsmoke is one of the best things available for a 
special needs person. You see, when special needs people 
are out in public, the public does not mean it but they do 
look at our special needs people in a different way. Some-
times Tyler and people like Tyler pick up on this and it 
makes them feel embarrassed and ashamed to be out in 
public. When we come to a place like Camp Woodsmoke 
everybody is equal. The special people know this and feel 
more relaxed. They’re able to be themselves and not worry 
about what other people think. We’ve only been to Camp 
Woodsmoke twice as a new annual event of LEL services. 
Tyler is building relationships, I am also building relation-
ships with the other parents, caregivers and for special 
needs people. This keeps our social activities growing. In 
most cases, the special needs community is small, meaning 
they live in a group home or with their close family mem-
bers and though we try to get them out into society to ex-
perience new things, it is somewhat a bit of a challenge. 
 

At Camp Woodsmoke we don’t worry about the stares and 
special looks and it gives Tyler a chance to meet new 
friends.  Tyler and I cannot tell you how much this means 
to us as we look forward to it for next year and years to 
come. I just hope that you can find it in your heart today 
to see how important it is to have this facility continue and 
what it is doing for the special needs community. We 
thank you for all that you have done so far. God Bless. 
 

This is another testament to the Lions outreach that we 
have in 25F. This is what Lions Gil and Dave was a major 
part of in service. We have a jewel that we need to share 
with others who will make use of this facility. Also Paul 
and Betty Bowling needs to be credited and thanked for 
contributing their part of turning this camp into the jewel 
that it is today. They have what I call a plan of “continuous 
improvement” for the camp and if you’ve not visited late-
ly, you need to visit this Fall to enjoy the beautiful chang-
ing of the leaves but check out the improvements that 
have happened thanks to Paul and Betty. 
 

Clubs, I invite you to ask a Trustee to come and make a 
presentation about Camp Woodsmoke at one of your 
meetings. We are more than willing to do this as Trustees. 
Your Club’s financial support and support, allows the 

Sowing the Seeds of  Service 
2nd VDG Ken Faulkner 
 

How many of you Lions have DG Ron’s Pin?  Have you 
looked closely?  It has a Green Tractor on it but, what 
about those words, “SOWING SEEDS OF SERVICE” 
 

Cheri & I were sitting in Church and at the end of the ser-
vice there are always announcements about various activi-
ties they are doing in and around Clermont. On This par-
ticular Sunday morning they asked the congregation to 
bring in desserts for the teachers at the local school as they 
conduct Parent/Teacher Conferences. My initial thought 
was “why doesn’t the Clermont Lions make these desserts? 
If you have ever been at one of our Fish Fry’s, then you 
know, we do homemade desserts better than anyone. I 
asked Cheri & another member of our club if they could 
make a dessert or two. They made a couple of desserts and 
took them to the school at the assigned time.  When I 
picked up the empty pie plate the feedback was that 
Cheri’s pie was the first to be eaten!  When asked who 
made it, the answer was  Lion Cheri !   Right then and 
there a seed was sown for the future. Those teachers that 
ate that pie will remember a Lion made that pie and it will 
make them want more from the Lions. 
 

Do you know what else was done? An act of SERVICE as 
we all know our motto is WE SERVE.   There are many 
seeds to be sown in our communities and acts of service 
can pop up at any time.  Keep your eyes and ears open as 
it may be an opportunity to have a new Service Project for 
your Club.  One more thing to finish it, HAVE YOUR 
CLUB SECRETARY RECORD THIS IN MYLCI AS 
AN ACTIVITY.   WE SERVE BETTER,  TOGETHER!    
 

Lion Ken Faulkner, 2VDG, District 25F 
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Club Activities 
 

November 10, 7am - 11am 
Aurora Lions "We Care" Pancake Breakfast; 2nd and Main 
Street, Aurora. "We Care" is a not-for-profit that sends care 
packages to our service men and women overseas. 
 

November 17, 9am - 12pm (3rd Saturday monthly) 
Chapel Hill Lions Club Furniture Sale 
240 North High School Road, Indianapolis 
 

January 11 and 12, 2019 
Mid-Winter Conference, Crown Plaza Hotel Indianapolis 
Please check the website for more information. 

Taxes and Other Misc... 
Lion Patricia Bigham, Cabinet Treasurer 
 

By now, all clubs should have submitted either the 990-EZ 
or the E-postcard filing for Federal Taxes.  This will close 
out your prior year of 2017-2018. 
 

A big thank you to Middletown Lions for hosting our Oc-
tober 6th Cabinet Meeting.  They did a wonderful job, and 
the entertainment at the end was a hoot! 

As this calendar year starts to wind down, please update 
your membership on LCI .  LCI will start invoicing around 
the middle of December.  What they will show by Decem-
ber 30, will be the membership count you will owe them 
along with owing the District. 
 

If you have not scheduled your official visit with DG Ron 
for this term, please call or email me to get your club on 
the books.  
 

I wish everyone a blessed Thanksgiving with family and 
friends. 
 

Have a great holiday. 
 

Lion Patricia Bigham, CT 

October 6 Middletown Cabinet Meeting Entertainment; pictured from 
left to right:  Rob Hayes, Bill Hoyt, Gary Kendall. 

Trustees to do the “continuous improvement” and daily 
maintenance to keep it as Camp Woodsmoke “The Best”. 
 

For those who wish to donate on a personal level, Camp 
Woodsmoke has a program called “Friends of Camp 
Woodsmoke” which is an ongoing fund raiser, which for 
each Lion year, if a person donates $20.00 per year they will 
receive a window sticker for your vehicle. Just contact a 
Trustee or Camp Woodsmoke to donate. 
 

Remember, this is the ONLY DISTRICT supported Lions 
Camp in the States. 
 

DG and Trustee Ron Bigham 

Special Olympics EKS Games 
Lion Bill McDonald 
 

5 Indiana Lions participated in the Special Olympics annual 
EKS (Eunice Kennedy Shriver) Games, Healthy Athletes, 
Lions International Opening Eyes Screening  held in 
Indianapolis at the Brebeuf Jesuit Prep. School on Septem-
ber 9th.  Lions Volunteers consisted of  PID Wayne Mad-
den, PCC Sue Topf, PCC Reed Fish, S.O. Chair 25F Bill 
McDonald and Lion Toni McDonald. 

Everyone had a very rewarding experience and we have 
been invite to return next year, as well as the Special Olym-
pics, Summer Games in Terre Haute next June. 
 
The next Special Olympic event will be the Winter Games, 
which the Indiana Lions help sponsor, held at Higher 
Ground and Perfect North Slopes in Lawrenceburg, In   on 
January 13th  and 15th. 
 
Bill McDonald 
S.O. Chair 25F! 
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“Roar-y” the Versailles Lion makes his appearance at the annual 
Versailles Pumpkin Fest. 

Lions float, including PDG Carlos Dieckman, at the Versailles 
Pumpkin Fest parade. 

The Clermont Lions Club presented Clermont Town Marshall with a 
Richard T Miyamoto Fellowship for his continued support to the town of 
Clermont.  Pictured left to right are Lion Pat Lybrook, member of the 
Club and Town Board, Chief Steve Dulworth, PCC Steve Winegardner 
and Lion Sheri Miller, trustees of Indiana Lions Speech and Hearing. 

25F Directory Changes 
Fairland-Triton Lions Club, P. 47 
 

    President:  Jerome Youngbar 
                       7280 N. London Road 
                       Fairland, IN 46126 
                       C: 317- 490-0312 
                       jerome.youngbar@gmail.com 
 

    Meeting      (starting April 2019) 
                       Triton Central H.S. Library 
                       1st Monday - 7:00 PM 
 

   Club is "going dark" starting December through March. 

Osgood Lions Disaster Response 
Lion Bill McDonald 
 

Members of the Osgood Lions Club and Indiana Knights of 
Columbus prepare to load the Indiana Knights of Columbus 
Disaster Response trailer in a joint mission to bring much 
need supplies to Panama City, Fl. 

Thanks to the Lions Clubs of Ripley County (Batesville, Mi-
lan, Osgood, Versailles) and Indiana Lions Eye Glass Recy-
cling for their support of this mission, along with members 
and local business. 
 

The combined task force will depart this Thursday afternoon, 
working together and sharing resources to provide efficien-
cies that results in better service to those in need.  Both or-
ganizations have work well together before on disaster relief 
mission in Texas during Hurricane Harvey. 
 

Volunteers are always needed.  Together we can serve more, 
planting the seeds for recovery.  Thanks! 



 

Lions District 25-F Newsletter, November 2018  Page 6 of 13 

 

NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Fred McCarter (812) 539-4115 
For Immediate Release 

 
 

DCF 20th ANNIVERSARY GRANT HELPS BRIGHT LIONS 
CLUB BUY SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR STUDENTS IN NEED 

 

LAWRENCEBURG, Ind., August 17, 2018 – The Dearborn Community Foundation (DCF), Inc. recently awarded a $1,000 Lau-
ren Hill Make A Difference Grant to Bright Lions Club to help fund its backpack program for school supplies for students in need. 
 

As a part of its 20th Anniversary Celebration, DCF is awarding 20 proactive grants of $1,000 each to charitable organizations in 
Dearborn County throughout 2018. Each of the Foundation’s 15 volunteer Board members gets to recommend a grant. Five lucky 
attendees at DCF’s 20th Anniversary Dinner in late July also were randomly drawn to recommend a $1,000 grant. 
 

The $1,000 grant to the Bright Lions Club was recommended by DCF Board member Karen Blasdel. She chose to recommend the 
grant to the Lions Club backpack program because the organization has a strong presence in the Bright community and “I knew they 
would use the funds to help less fortunate kids.” 
 

“The Lions Club has always recognized the community’s needs and then worked to fill those needs,” said Blasdel. “I liked the idea 
of the backpack program because it would directly impact those that could use a little help the most.” 
 

The Lions Club partnered with North Dearborn Pantry, whose volunteers implemented the program. “It’s very fulfilling to know 
DCF has helped the Lions Club and North Dearborn Pantry provide aid students, who otherwise would not have had supplies to start 
the school year,” said Blasdel. 

 
For 20 years, DCF, a 501 (c) (3) tax-exempt public charity, has 
helped donors’ dreams come true by safeguarding endow-
ments for the community through contributions large and 
small. Grants awarded by the Dearborn Community Founda-
tion support the needs and interests in Dearborn County in the 
fields of Art, Culture and Humanities, Community and Public 
Benefit, Education, Environment and Animal Protection, Hu-
man Services, Public Safety and Youth Programs. 
 

In January 2009, DCF received the nation’s highest philan-
thropic standards for operational quality, integrity and ac-
countability: the seal of approval from the National Standards 
for U.S. Community Foundations Program operated by the 
Council on Foundations (COF), a national professional associ-
ation based in Washington, D.C. DCF was reconfirmed for the 
National Standards by the COF in 2014. 
 

To learn more about DCF, call 812-539-4115, stop by the of-
fice at 322 Walnut Street in Lawrenceburg, or visit the Foun-
dation website at www.dearborncf.org. If you are interested 
in making a contribution to DCF, visit our website’s “Give 
Now” page to donate on line and to learn other giving op-
tions. 

Dearborn Community Foundation Board member Karen Blasdel, left, deliv-
ers a $1,000 grant check to Bright Lions Club Vice President Diane Bend-
er. The DCF grant monies helped the Lions Club with its backpack pro-
gram, a partnership with North Dearborn Pantry, to provide school sup-
plies to students in need. 

Elections! Attention!! All Lions running for District Office or 
Region Chair for Camp Woodsmoke 

Deadline: March 1, 2019 

Must submit: 
 

• A letter of intent from the person running for the position. 
• A letter from the Club signed and dated by club secretary 

or president that the Lion is in good standing with the club. 
  
Letters may be emailed to owen.menchhofer@infb.com 
Or mailed to: 

Owen Menchhofer  
1970 N.  Co. Rd. 300 W. 
Holton, IN  47023 

2019 Indiana Lions State Convention 

Grand Wayne Convention Center 

 
Saved the Date – April 26 – 28, 2018 
 

Hotel Resevation Made 
 

Send in Registration – coming soon 

http://www.dearborncf.org/
mailto:owen.menchhofer@infb.com
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Vendor Application 
 

Lions Exhibitor - $50 Non-Lions Exhibitor - $75 Additional Booth - $50 
 

Each Booth includes 

10x10 space 

1 skirted table 

2 chairs 
 

Please return this form and payment by April 10 to: 

 

PDG Don Cooper 

1922 Kelley’s Landing 

Fort Wayne, IN 46825 

dkcoooper81@msn.com 

 

Make checks payable to: 2019 Indiana Lions State Convention 
 
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Organization/Club _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Email _________________________________________ Phone _________________________ 
 
_______Lions Exhibitor $50   _______Non-Lions Exhibitor $75  _______Additional $50 
 
         

Total Enclosed ________________ 

2019 Indiana Lions 
State Convention Update 

 
 The focus of Indiana Lions over the last several years has been vision screening. In the last 10 years, 
over 1,000,000 children have been served through Operation KidSight and Project School Sight.  It could be 
argued that at least 100,000 people see better than they would have if they had not been referred for additional 
follow up.  Hundreds, if not thousands, of Lion volunteers from all over the state have been invaluable in 
providing this service through the sacrifice of their time. 
 

As part of the 2019 State Convention, the Lions of Indiana will honor these countless volunteers by 
hosting a party on Friday evening, April 26.  We will celebrate all past and present screeners.  If you are or 
have been a volunteer, make sure to make your reservation for the Convention and participate in the celebra-
tion Friday night.  All Lions and guests are invited to the party. 
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Centerville Lions Club Holds 
Annual Steak Fry 
 
Members of guests of the Centerville Lions Club attended the 
annual Lions Club Steak Fry recently at the Old Log Court 
House in Centerville.  This meeting was the start of the new Li-
ons Club program season. 
 

Steaks were fried by President Ty Farmer and Lion Paul Elstro.  
Everyone enjoyed steaks and all the trimmings prepared by Marie 
and Anne Elstro.  The pledge was lead by Connor Elstro. 
 

Special guests were  Bill and Carole McDonald of Florida along 
with several relatives of Lions members. 

Five year old Connor Elstro leads the Centerville Club in the Pledge 
to the flag with his mother Lion Anne Elstro looking on. 

Is your Club event on the District Calendar? 
Check here: 

http://www.indianalions25f.org/
calendar.html 
Email to: dosalsbery@att.net com 
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Help Needed:  VOPA ! 
 

Lions, Your help is needed! There is a bill in Congress called the 
Volunteer Organization Protection Act that needs to be acted on by 
our legislatures before it "dies" due to lack of  support. 
What is VOPA? 
 

The Volunteer Organization Protection Act of  2017 impacts every 
Lion in the United States. 
 

Under current law, service clubs have been forced to dissolve when 
they have been unable to afford the costs of  litigation resulting from 
a volunteer's negligence or just being included with other parties in a 
lawsuit. VOPA can help protect your club from being drawn into 
lawsuits should an accident occur during a Lions Club service activi-
ty or event. 
 

How You Can Help: 
 

Clubs can make the most impact by completing a petition with as 
many members signing it as possible. Since this impacts all volunteer 
organizations asking other groups (Rotary, Kiwanis, churches etc) in 
the community to sign the petition would help increase the numbers. 
 

Templates for the petition and more details can be found on the Li-
ons International website,   ( Lionsclubs.org<http://
lionsclubs.org> ) and search for volunteer organization protection. 
There is a template for a letter to accompany the petition as well as 
an option for members to find their local representative and send an 
"email petition" to them. 
 

Please contact DG Ron Bigham or PCC Reed Fish with any ques-
tions. 
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Mid-Winter Conference Rede-
signed, Rescheduled, and Sim-
plified for Lions’ Convenience 

 

Going back to its roots, this year’s Mid-Winter Conference will 
return to the 2nd weekend in January (Jan. 11-12, 2019).  MWC 
organizers realized that the November timetable had too many 
conflicts with Lions events throughout the state, and the rela-
tively free January calendar dates offered a better opportunity 
for attendance.   This year’s committee also took a long hard 
look at the entire event and have made numerous adjustments. 
 
What had been a confusing mixture of one and two-hour semi-
nars and workshops that made some attendees to miss some 
topics of interest, this year’s schedule has been simplified.  The 
number of seminars has been reduced to 16 one-hour programs, 
and all will be held Saturday morning. Each Lion attending the 
MWC can choose four of the 16 sessions to attend. The Confer-
ence ends with a luncheon, featuring a keynote speaker that 
should be informative, as well as entertaining for all Lions. 
 

Final details on the exact seminar titles have not been finalized, 
but look for topics such as: How to organize your district’s 
(club’s) eyeglass recycling; Marketing Communications Specialist
- What should that person do?; Membership recruiting- New 
efforts for clubs to consider; Anyone can make baked beans- An 
answer to ‘We’ve always done it that way!’; Leverage community 
partnerships to maximize your fundraising and service activities; 
Looking at the new MyLion.  New presenters, including several 
from outside Indiana, have been scheduled to bring new, re-
freshing information. 
 

The committee also moved the venue to the Crowne Plaza Ho-
tel & Conference Center, located at the Indianapolis Interna-
tional Airport.  All activities will be inside this facility, making it 
easy for attendees to park and remain there for both Friday and 
Saturday activities.  Changes in fees at the public schools in 
Plainfield would have increased our fees substantially to use 
those facilities, plus the meeting rooms and conference areas at 
the Crowne Plaza are much more accommodating and comfort-
able for attendees. 
 

The Friday night 
entertainment will 
feature comedian 
Craig Tornquist, 
from Mishawaka, 
Indiana.  Tornquist 
has given more than 
3000 presentations 
to corporations, 
organizations, 
churches and other 
groups throughout 
the county. His act 
is completely family 
friendly and promis-
es to get the audi-
ence involved, in-
cluding some really 

rotten (his words) prizes.   
 

 

At Saturday’s luncheon, Jessica 
Michna (a.k.a. Helen Keller) will pre-
sent an exciting and informative pro-
gram. Jessica does an impersonation 
of part of the famous speech that 
Keller made to the Lions at the Inter-
national Convention in Sandusky, 
Ohio in 1925.  She goes on to relate 
much of Keller’s life, going over the 
hurdles and triumphs she encoun-
tered. 
 

Also featured at the MWC is a new service project, ‘Sock-it-to-
me’.  Lions are encouraged to bring socks, scarves and mittens to 
the conference.  Following the event, they will be given to the 
District Governors to take back and give away to the needy in 
their districts. 

 

Information has already been appearing on the Lions Facebook 
page, Indiana Lions Mid-Winter Conference.  Be sure to visit the 
page, Like and Share it.  Many more details will appear as they 
become available.  
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DG Ron Bigham 
1840 Randall Court 
Indianapolis, IN   46240 

“Where There’s a Need, There’s a Lion.” 

Lions District 25-F Newsletter 
November 2018— A publication of the Lions District 25-F Inc. — www.lions25f.org  


